NYSAER 34th Annual Conference 
October 21-23, 2018 
Syracuse, New York 
TIMELINE 
 
Sunday October 21, 2018 
5:00-8:00 PM Conference Registration (GRAND BALLROOM FOYER) 
6:30-8:00 PM Concurrent Sessions I 

1 BookShare: What? You aren’t Using it? Why Not? - Lis Geoghegan, TVI, VRT   1.5 credits (SUPERIOR) 
New to the field or always been afraid of BookShare because who has time to learn a new tool? Come in, because it is a tool you do not want to be without. This session will provide an overview of the BookShare program, demonstrate how to register, how to find, download and access books, how to manage reading lists, and how to help students be prepared for a lifelong journey of learning

2 A Modest Proposal: Blind Coding Academies - Anthony Candela, MA, CRC    1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
A description of computer programming (coding) including occupational outlook; discussion of barriers (e.g., text editors that are inaccessible to screen reading software); and discussion of how blind coding academies can help new coding students overcome some of these barriers

3 Comprehensive FVA/LMA for Students with CVI - Christopher Russell, Project Coordinator for NY Deaf Blind    1.5 credits (DEWITT BASIN) 
This session will focus on the unique considerations and process for conducting functional vision assessment and learning media assessment for children with cortical visual impairment (CVI). Traditional methods of FVA/LMA that focus on ocular visual impairments are not appropriate for addressing the unique characteristics of CVI, and therefore yield problematic results. Participants will learn about the assessment process, but more specifically, the session will focus on what goes into a high-quality, functional and child-centered FVA/LMA report for a child/youth with CVI 
 
4 How it took a Village to help a veteran return to work - Katie McCormick, COMS, CVLT   1.5 credits (SACKETTS BASIN) 
Learn more how 3 agencies when combined made a team of 6 providers came together to help a veteran return to work after a tragic accident. This will be a panel discussion with audience participation

8:30-10:00 PM Conference Welcoming Session & Networking (ONTARIO/MICHIGAN) 
Monday October 22, 2018 
7:30AM-5:00PM Conference Registration (GRAND BALLROOM FOYER) 
8:00AM-10:00AM Continental Breakfast and General Session (GRAND BALLROOM FOYER) 
7:30AM-3:00PM Vendors (GRAND BALLROOM) 
8:30AM-9:30AM Keynote: Ken Fernald, President/CEO Association for Vision Rehabilitation and Employment (A.V.R.E.) 1.0 credits (ONTARIO/MICHIGAN) 
9:30AM-10:30AM Vendor Hour and Visit with the Vendors (GRAND BALLROOM) 
10:45-12:15 Concurrent Sessions II 

5 Google Classroom & Drive with IPad and Chrome Books - Khaled Musa, Director of Technology Services, VISIONS 1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
With schools relying more on IPads for students to do their work, and many converting to Chrome books, this left teachers and students no choice but to learn the basic technology needed to keep up with lesson plans and homework using Google Suite tools. We will cover IPad keys and gestures, tricks and hints that will make learning Drive and Classroom easier for students

6 Training Guide Dog Teams to Run - Jolene Hollister, Class Supervisor: Running Guides Instructor, Guiding Eyes for the Blind 1.5 credits (DEWITT BASIN) 
In 2015, Guiding Eyes for the Blind embarked on a program to explore expanding the training of a guide dog team. The Running Guides program has expanded independence for blind and visually impaired runners making running with their guide dog possible

7 Changing your world, one step at a time: Practices for Making a Difference – Dona Sauerburger, COMS and Stephan Sauerburger, Director for Chromosphere Productions      1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
Something needs to change, which you feel powerless to do anything about. We will introduce strategies of psychotherapist Dr. Jean-Robert Bayard, who links activism with psychological well-being. Come and share your experiences, and apply some practices to the challenges you’re facing

12:15PM-1:45PM Lunch Buffet (SUPERIOR/ERIE) 
1:45PM-3:15PM Concurrent Sessions III 
8 Simplifying Documentation for the Itinerant Teacher – Billie Dolan, TVI 1.5 credits (CHAMPLAIN ROOM) 
Why document?
Who’s got time for this when we are busy teaching and driving?
What is most important to document? Conversations with adults in schools you visit, parent communications, miles driven, places visited, schedule changes, absences, lateness’s, student incidences, conflicts of any type, anything to do with changes in time worked or money spent or safety concerns.  How do I document effectively? Digitally, on paper, voice writing
Organizing documents so that they can be found again.  Portable three hole punches and binders are your friend.   A cell phone with voice writing capabilities to use when driving
Password keeper for all IEP direct schools and students you visit A day designer, aka day timer, calendar schedule keeper with lots of writing space Samples of ways to document issues, calendar/schedule changes, conversations with adults we interact with, sample documentation of student issues, when to involve our supervisor, when to involve other parties

9 What Happened in Reno…CVI, Neurological Visual Impairment the Round Table Discussion – Christopher Russell, Project Coordinator NY Deaf Blind   1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
This round table discussion session will focus on the facts and fiction surrounding a recent resolution passed during the national AER conference in Reno this spring. The resolution concerns appropriate functional vision assessment protocol for children with CVI, and addresses licensure and the additional professional development and microcredential options available to professionals, specific to CVI. The resolution has resulted in considerable backlash from families and professionals. This discussion will address the contents of the resolution, with a focus on appropriate CVI assessment protocol, and the role of professional development and additional certification/credentialing to address the needs of this unique population

10 Policy Changes and Public Perception Shifts Caused by Pet Owners Passing Untrained Animals off as Working Ones and the Problems this poses for Dog Guide and Other Service Dog Handlers - Lis Geoghegan, TVI    1.5 credits (SACKETTS BASIN) 
Vision professionals must be knowledgeable about the current policies regarding service animals to educate clients or to serve as advocates with policy makers. This session explores this issue, emphasizing the challenges posed by pet owners muddying rules by posing pets as working animals to avoid pet fares and penalties.

11 Required Skills for Transition: Independence - Jennifer Harnish, Director of Rehabilitation at the Carroll Center for the Blind   1.5 credits (DEWITT BASIN) 
Students with vision loss benefit from structured transition programs providing skill development and community experiences. The shift from education to rehabilitation services is critical for successful independence. Join us as we present the elements that foster life and career skills within structured programs and their impact!

3:30PM-5:00PM Concurrent Sessions IV 

12 OT’s are Not the Enemy: The Collaboration of VRT, O&M’s and OT - Bill Hixson, OT, COMS, VRT 1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
How collaboration between the VRT, OMS and OT can improve your client’s safety. Identifying each profession’s role and where there is overlap

13 The “Sweet spot for Magnification” - Karen Shane Cote, M.Ed., CLVT 1.5 credits (CHAMPLAIN ROOM) 
When a person with whom you are working holds the magnifier at the wrong focal distance, do you know what the influences are and how to remediate the situation? When this occurs, it is often the result of the wrong refraction or no refraction at all

14 Igniting Power-Successful Sourcing/Recruiting Career Education Program for Visually Impaired Individuals – Robert N. Richardson, Chairman, Orion Global   1.5 credits (SACKETTS BASIN) 
Learn how a successful intensive 8 week on-line interactive education program was designed to allow blind/visually impaired students/professionals transition into productive sourcing/recruiting careers.  Inspired by Harvard and MIT’s edX, expanded with state-of-the-art assistive technology and more.  Be inspired and empowered!

15 Gross Motor Skills: Assessment and Practical Strategies to Develop Motor Skills – Pam Haibach-Beach, Professor at SUNY Brockport    1.5 credits (DEWITT BASIN) 
This workshop will discuss how to properly assess gross motor skills using a component approach. Presenters will also learn teaching strategies, effective modifications to encourage motor skill development, and how to include children with visual impairments in inclusive sports teams

6:00PM Dinner, Awards Banquet and Not So Silent Auction (SUPERIOR/ERIE) 
Tuesday October 23, 2018 
7:30AM-1:00PM Conference Registration (GRAND BALLROOM FOYER) 
8:00AM-9:00AM Breakfast Buffet and Plenary Session for NYS Chapter Annual Membership Meeting 1.0 credits (SUPERIOR/ERIE) 
9:00AM-10:30AM Concurrent Sessions V 

16 Game their Gains: Mastering motivation through principles of game design, to motivate your students or staff to achieve their best – Stephan Sauerburger, Director of Chromosphere Productions 1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
Come learn to apply the principles of psychology which motivate players, to make your students or staff eager to get to the next level using the psychology behind one of the most powerful learning and dissemination tools in history

17 Make and Take: Exploring the Five Senses with the Expanded Core Curriculum – Lis Geoghegan, TVI, VRT 1.5 credits (Champlain Room)
This make-and-take hands-on lab demonstrates why the expanded core curriculum needs to be a priority to all vision professionals.  It offers specific methods and applications of how to cover the nine areas in ways that are comprehensive and interesting to learners. 
 
18 Preparing our students for the technology expectations for college: Are we doing enough? Leslie Thatcher, Director of College Success @ Perkins   1.5 credits (SACKETTS BASIN) 
College-bound BVI students are expected to arrive at college with a virtual toolbox of skills. In our launch of College Success, we observed students attempting college without competence in these skills. We will explore these findings and discuss solutions

10:45AM-12:15PM Concurrent Sessions VI 
19 TVI Interest Group Meeting – Braille Practice Exams   Erin Altieri, TVI 1.5 credits (ADAMS BASIN) 
20 O&M Interest Group Meeting – Best Practices   Dawn Werner, COMS   1.5 credits (SACKETTS BASIN) 
21 VRT Interest Group Meeting – Ideas and Information Exchange   Bill Hixson, OT, COMS, VRT 1.5 credits (DEWITT BASIN) 
END OF CONFERENCE
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